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(Abstract provided only)

In 1991 DBCP published the first manual for the construction of the Surface Velocity Program

(SVP) drifting buoy whose water following capability was known and whose useful life in the

ocean exceeded one year.  The manufacturing cost of this drifter was $5400 (US, in 2003 $$) in

1991 when ordered in lots of 50 or greater.  The data return from the global array rapidly

increased from about 200 data years in 1991 to 600 data years in 1993 and has remained

relatively constant since then.  Commencing in 1997 significant modifications of the SVP design

and manufacturing techniques were slowly introduced, while maintaining the water following

capability achieved with a drag area ratio of 40 and not compromising reliability.  The cost of a

SVP drifter in 2003 is $1800 (US). In 2003-2004, over 800 SVPs of the new design, termed

Mini-SVP, will be deployed in the Global Drifter Program, as supported by NOAA and Office

of Naval Research. This presentation reviews the changes of design instituted in the period

1997-2003 and projects plans for the future in light of the DBCP recommended plan for a global

array of 1250 Mini-SVP-Bs.
